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seeing director. But in plain words, my
grievance is that 87 road boards collect
only £E104,614 to construct roads. and for
other purposes, over an area of over .100,000
square miles, whilst the Main Roads Board
receives £4,000 from traffic fees, for the
purpose of constructing roads designated
as main roads in an area of 100 square
miles. Provision should be made to trans-
fer this money to bodies controlling
roads in. outside districts. I do not
know -whether members appreciate the
good work of the Main Roads Board. I
have no desire to indulge in criticism of the
board; what I am advocating is an alteration
of policy. Such an. alteration as I propose
woulid permit of roads beirig constructed in
other parts of the State, roads that are used
by the people of the metropolitan area.

Hon. J. Nicholson- You mean a re-alloca-
tion of the funds?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, a re-allocation
of funds now no longer needed by the Main
Roads Board for expenditure in the metro-
lx~litan area. After all, only a small propor-
tion of the roads iii the metropolitan area
are suaiu roads. Those roads are practically
all made; I do not know of any that is not
made.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You could not ask me
to admit that.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I am not asking
M1r. Nicholson to admit anything.

Hon. L. Craig: I think the Transport
Board make an allocation now.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Ye;, hut that is a
different matter

Hoa. G. 13. Wood: What is done with
that money now?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I wish members
to understand that the position of which I
speak is only arising now. The Main Roads
Board have been expending their money very
usefully, hut, in my opinion, they have
reached the limit. The roads required have
already been made, and the board do not
know where to spend the money allotted
to them.

Hon. J. Cornell: They might build a new
road from Midland Junction to Perth.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: They might. I have
every faith in the Director of Main Roads,
though he has a tendency to look for oppor-
tunities to construct new roads.

Hon. J. Cornell: There is at inain road
from Southern Cross to Coolgardie that
ought to be made.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: If the policy wore
altered as I have suggested, roads like that
would participate in the division of the
£C48,000. I trust that before long this State
will be benefited by at copious fall of rain.
The crops are not beyond recovery, and good
results might yet be obtained. If, within
the next few days, we receive an appreciable
fall of rain, we shall have a happy and con-
tented fanning population. I hope that the
results of the season will be excellent and
wvill hen efit not only tie people engaged in
our primary industries, hut the State as a
whole. I support the motion.

On mot ion by the Honorary Minister,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Efon. W.

1-1. Kitson-AWest) [5.33]1: I move-
That the House at its -rising adjourn till

to-morraw at 7.30 pjm.

Question put and passed,

House adjourned at 6.34 p.m.
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The SPEMAKER, took the Chair at 4.30
p.ni., and read prayers.

QUESTION-MfltTNG RESERVATIONS.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, What -was the total number of
reservations in existence at the 30th June,
1937, granted under the Mining Act for the
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purpose of prospecting or mining for gold?
2, What was the exact date when each reser-
vation was originally granted? 3, What is
the total area comprised in the whole? 4.
What was the total rent received for those
reservations for the year ended the 30th
June, 1937? 5, What number of the whole
are closed or open reservations respectively?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, 53, including four reserves for sluicing
and dredging rivers for gold. 2, Four on
24/9/30, three on 10/2/31, two on 11/3/33,
two on 14/4/31, two on 26/3/31, one on
7/1/32, one on 20/2,/32, one on 12/5/32,
one on 28/6/32, one on 14/6/33, one on
5/4/33, three on 28/6/33, one on 8/3/34,
one on 29/8/33, one on 4/1/34, twvo on
2/5/34, one on 17,/5/34, twoe on 17/5/34,
twvo ott 26/9/34, one on 24/10/34, one on
5/3/35, one on 21/11/35, one on 6/3/36,
five on 8/4/36, one on 10/6/36, two on
27/5/36, one on 2/7/36, one on 20/8/36, one
ont 4/8/36, one on 27/10/36, one on 24/12/
36, one on 17/3/37, one on 25/5,/37, one on
11/6/37, one on 15/7/37. 3, 44,266 acres.
4, £1,625 5s., being reserve fees and rents on
leases subsequently taken up by reserve
holders within such reserves. 5, All closed
reserves.

QUE ST ION-SUPERANNIUATIO N
ACT.

Pensions to Railway Employees.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is it a fact that, under the provi
sions of the Superannuation Act, 1871, pen-
sions are due, and long overdue, to a
number of former railway employees? 2,
Is it a fact that several of the men in ques-
tion have been and are being paid pensions
under the provisions of the Act? 3, How
many men to whom pensions were due, but
who did not receive them, have died? 4,
How many men are receiving such pensions?
5, How many men have been refused? 6,
What is the reason for this discrimination?
7, Will the matter be adjusted upon receipt
of. the Federal disabilities grant?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Only those whose claims
have been approved are being paid. 3,
None. 4, Four are receiving pensions. 5,
Eight. 6, It is desirable that all pensions
should be granted on an equality with
officers under the Public Service Act. A
limitation, however, is imposed under See-

tion 83. 7, The Federal disabilities grant
does not affec~t the question of any adjust-
ment.

QUESTION-MALNUTRITION.

Adequacy of Sustenance Rate.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Health: 1, Has he been consulted by the
Federal Government regarding an investiga-
tion of malnutrition in this State? 2, Has
he ever been consulted regarding the ade-
quacy or inadequacy of the 7s. per unit
weekly sustenance rate now in force? 3, Is
this the highest rate among the various
States,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, No. 2, No. .3, Generally, yes.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. . Willeock-
Geraldton) [4.41] : I move-

That the House, unless otherwise ordered,
shall meet for the despatch of business on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at 4.30
p.m., and shall sit until 6.15 p).m. if necessary,
and, if requisite, from 7.30 p.m. onwards.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaeo)
[41.421: 1 should have liked to support the
motion, but I wish to ask the Premier
whether lie has considered the advisability of
meeting, say, at 2.30 pan. and adjournng
perhaps at 6.30 p.m., unless there is special
business requiring attention. Also I should
like to ask whether lie has considered the
advisability of meeting at 11 a.m. on Thurs-
dlays to allow country members to get back
to their homes for the wveek end. Obviously,
none of us getting any younger-

Mr. Heg-ney: Speak for yourself.

MrIs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Especially the
Ministers. I feel that there is such a lot of
work to be clone that possibly it would be
better to have it done during the day, when
We are fresh, rather than in the evening. I
address these few remarks to the Premier
with the question whether he has considered,
or will consider, the matter.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willcock-
Geraldton-in reply) [4.43]: Over many
rears attempts have been made to alter the
hours of sitting. The member for Subiaco
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raised the question of having morning sit-
tings. That idea was tried out over a period
of twoe or three months and proved to be
extremely unsatisfactory. Very often we
were almost short of a quorum. I do not
know what happened to members, but fre-
qluently the attendance wvas less than one-
half the fall number. The general consensus
of opinion by those who had experience of
the innovation was that it was unsatisfac-
tory. Having hail that experience, I have
gtiven no aptive consideration to the q~ues-
tion of reverting to something that proved
unsatisfactory. As regards an afternoon
sitting onl Thursdays, that, too, has been
triedi, lbut it was generally conceded that the
present hour of sitting met the convenience
of -members far better. If country members
are anxious to mieet at an earlier hiour on
Thursdays in order to finish at an earlier
hour, that poinut could be eouisidereil and the
idea couldl be given a trial. However, I be-
lieve that the' train service is such that
county nmenmbers would not derive any bene-
fit from the alterationl. I believe there is
onily' the Bunhury train leaving at 11.30 p.m.
of which members could take advantage.
Anyone living in the Great Southern dis,-
tricts-

Mr. Doney' : The Great Southern train
leaves at 4 o'clock.

The PREMIER: T was about to say that
anyone living in the Great Southern dis-
tricts would not benefit unless the
House adjourned at 3.30 p.m., and that,'
I think, would not be desirable. Suar-
inmtlg up, while perhaps certain hon. mem-
bers may consider, and some people may
agree, that it is possible to have other hours
of sitting which would result in greater
expedition of the business, it appears, after
many trials of different hours of ,itting,
that the present hours are satisfactory
to miost members. From a Government
standpoint, the present hours give Milis-
ters an opportunity to deal in the after-
noon, prior to the meeting of the House,
with things which are likely to be brought
forward. If hon. members are of opinion
that an earlier hour of meeting on Thurs-
dlay would suit their convenience better,
there is no reason why at a later stage of
the session consideration should not be
given to that aspect.

Question put and passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

On motion by the Premier, ordered: That
on Tuesdays and Thursdays Government
business shall take precedence of all moo-
tions and orders of the day.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,500,000.
Message.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read reconimeniding appropria-
tion for the purposes of the Bill.

Standing Orders Sue pension.
THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Wilieck-

Geraldton) [4.49]: 1 move-
That so much of the Standing Orders be

suspended as is necessary to enable resolutions
from the Committees of Supply and of Ways
and Mfens to be reported and adopted on the
same day on which they shall have passed those
Committees, and also the passing of a Supply
Bill through all its stages in one dlay, and to
enable the business aforesaid to be entered
upon and dealt with before the Address-in-
reply is adopted.

Question putl and passed.

In; Commiittee of Supply.
The House having resolved into a Comt-

nittee of Supply, Ifr, Sleeman in the Chair,

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Wilicock-
(ieraldton) [4.50]: 1 move-

That there be granted to His Majesty on
account of the service of the year ending an
30tit June, 1938, a sun. not exceeding £2,500,-
000.

HON. C. G. LATHAN (York) [4.51]:
This is the only opportunity I shall have
of clearing uip a point in relation to the
States' allocations of money at the last
meeting of the Loan Council. On my re-
turn from the Eastern States at the begin-
fling of July, I made a statement to the
effect that I thought the States had not
done all they might have done on behalf
of farmers in obtaining further moneys
from the Loan Council for rural relief.
Western Australia's representative at that
meeting of the Loan Council, the Minister
for Lands, upon his return made the fol-
lowing statement-

Mr. Latham regrets that at the Loan Geln-
ni meeting more money was not made avail-
able for debt adjustment, and blames the
States, who, he amerts, by their voting strength
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wte responsible for the allocation of the Loan
funds. My regret is that Mr. Lathain attempts
to make any statement without a knowledge
of the facts. Mr. Latham is not in a position
to blame anyone, or to give any accurate in-
formation, as he was not present at the Loan
Council and could not possibly know what hap-
pened there.

I did not blame the Minister for Landis, but
the States generally. Now I wish to blame
the Minister for Lands, because he had as
much power as anyone else had. I sin-
cerely hope that I did not lead the public
to believe that; I was present at any meet-
ing of the Loan Council, for it would
be improper for the Leader of the
Opposition to be present at such mneeting.-S
However, I did have an opportunity of
reading the Eastern States papers and thus
ascertaining exactly what had been dlone.
I propose now to tell the House and the
public, if both are interested in the matter,
precisely what happened. In April the
Minister for Lands, then Deputy Premier,
represented Western Australia at a confer-
ence which decided 'that £16,000,000 of
loans should be floated during the current
financial year.

The Premier: That was practically de-
cided in February.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Loan Council
were informed by their advisers that it
would be impossible to raise the amount
of money required; and the Minister for
Lands, Mr. Troy, on his return said that
this State had not been unreasonably
treated. Apparently, the year before last
£1,500 000 was made available to the State
Governments for rural relief.

The Minister for Lands: Farmers' debts
adjustment was not mentioned.

Hon. C- G. LATHAM: I did not intend
to read the whole of this report to the
House, but I Av4ll now quote exactly what
the Minister said.

in view of the general reduction in all
State programmes and in comparison with the
amounts received by other States, Western
Australia had not been unreasonably treated
by the Loan Council, the Acting Premier (Mr.
M4. F. Tray) said to-day while passing
through Kalgoorlie by the Great Western
express after having attended the Loan
Council meeting in Melbourne. Almost the
sole business of the meeting, Mr. Troy said,
was to arrange for the flotation of a loan to
finance the requirements of the various Gov-
ernments for the remainder of the current
financial year and to provide a carry-over for
the first four or five nmonths of next year. At
the February meeting of the Council it had

been arranged that the Commonwealth flank
should be approached to underwrite a loan
of £7,500,000, £2,500,000 being for expendi-
ture this year, and £-5,000,000 for the early
portion of next year. After the February
meeting the acting chairman of the Council
(Mfr. Menzies) interviewed the Bank Board,
which replied that at that time it could not
promise to underwrite a loan to be raised two
months later, but that it would consider the
position at a time nearer the date of the pro-
posed flotation. Wheon the Council met last
week, 1Mr. Menzies read a letter from the
board intimating that it was proposed to
underwrite a loan of £7,500,000 on the follow-
ing terms:-(a) The loan to be floated during
April; (b) the period to be 11%/ years; (c)
the rate to be £3 17s. 6d. per cent., and the
loan to be floated at £9 5s. The effective
yield at these rates would be £3 19s. ld.
compare with £8 19s. 4d. from the loan
floated in November last. The bank 's terms
were acceptable to the Council, and the loan
would be placed on the market before the end
of the present month. and subscriptions would
close before coronation day.

''The allocation of the loan wvill provide
Western Australia with sufficient money to
get through, provided reasonable economy is
exercised,'' Mr. Troy continued. ''In view
of the general reduction in the other States'
programmes, and in comparison with the
amounts received by other States, we have
not been unreasonably treated by the Loan
Council.,'

Referring to the finance required for the
adjustment of farmers' debts, Mr. Troy said
that considerable discussion took place on
the requirements submitted by the States,
which amounted to £3,400,000 for the next
financial year. It was decided that £500,000
of the £5,000,000 to be carried over into next
year should be appropriated by the Common-
wealth Government for distribution among
the States for debt adjustment, and that the
question of the total] allocation for 1937-38
should be left to a meeting of the Council to
be held at the end of June, or early in July
next. This meant that no further money
would be made available by the Common-
wealth Government for debt adjustment dur-
ing the current financial year. Figures sub-
mitted by the various States showing the
progress made in debt adjustment revealed
that in Western Australia the adjustments
already made exceeded those of all the other
States combined.-

I agree with him in that respect. However,
it would be well for me to point out to the
House exactly what the position is at the
Loan Council. The Financial Agreement
Act of 1928, which ratifies the Financial
Agreement between the Commonwealth and
the States, by paragraph (h) of Part I. of
the Schedule provides-

(h) If the Loan Council decides that the
total amount of the loan programme for the
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year cannot be borrowed at reasonable rate§
and conditions it shall decide the amount to

be borrowed for the year, and may by unanim-
ouis decision allocate such amount between the
Commonwealth and the States.

Every member of the Loan Council has to
be agreeable to such a decision. Then
paragraph (0) provides-

(1) If the members of the Loan Council fail
to arrive at a unanimous decision under the
last preceding subeclause allocating the amount
to be borrowed for any year, the amount to be
borrowed for that year shall be allocated as
follows: -(1) The Commonwealth shall, if it
so desires, be entitled to have one-fifth or any
less proportion of suich amount allocated to the
Commonwealth; and (2) each State shall be
entitled to have allocated to it a sum (being a
portion of the balance of such amount) bear-
ing to the balance of such amount the same
lproportion whicha the net loan expenditure of
that State in the preceding five years bears to
the net loan expenditure of all the States dur-
ing the same period.

I do not need to read the remainder of the
piaragraph. New I wish to show honourable
members exactly how that works out. Un-
doubtedly £1,500,000 was provided Inst year
for farmers' debts adjustment. After con-
sultation with the States, the Federal Gov-
ermanent considered that £1,500,000 would
hie suiciient 'but Victoria and Western Aus-
tralia desired a considerably larger slum. I
believe that, as a matter of faot, Western
Australia asked for £1,000,000.

The Minister for Lands: When was that?
Hon. C. G_ LATHAM: At the conference

held in April of last year. I Nviii give the
figures.

The Minister for Lands: We did not ask
for any million-

Won. C. G. LATHAM: Thea this infor-
illation is wrong.

The Minister for Lands: That is accord-
ing to the "Primary Producer."

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: This is not quoted
from the "Primary Producer" at all, h ut
from anl Eastern States paper. Therefore
it is no use blaming the "Primary Pro-
ducer."

The M1inister for Lands: I know your
method.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: Mly method is not
anl improper method.

The Minister for Lands: To ask for a
million would have been unreasonable. I
would have been laughed at.

Hion. C, G. LATH{AM: I now quote fromn
the "WVest Australian"-whieh is not the

"Primary Produer"-of the 17th April,
1937-

In February lnst the Commonwealth sug-
gested that £1,500,000 would be required fronm
loan funds for farmers' debts next financial
year. This is the amount which has been pro-
vided this financial year. Because of requests
for increased provision made by Victoria and
Western Australia the Commonwealth intimated
at this meeting that £3,400,000 would be re-
quired fronm next year 'a lean total, principally
for farmers' debt adjustment. It is under-
stood that of this amount Victoria sought
£1I,250,000, and Western Australia £1I,000,000.
On Victoria's behalf, it was urged that the
State was prepared to accept a corresponding
reduction in its public works allocation.

That is where I got mny information.
The Minister for Lands: That is not

correct.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: The extract eon-

tillis-
On the ground that increased provision for

-farmers' debts wvould affect their loan works
programmnes, some of the States, including New
South Wales, protested that no more than
£1,500,000 should be taken from the total Loaa
programnme of £C16,000,000.

That is where I got my information.
The 'Minister for Lands: Was the state-

zneiit that we "asked for £1,000,O000," in the
"WVest Australian"I

Ron. C. G. LA-THAAII: Yes.
The MKinister for Lands: Then we did not

do so.
Hlon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister did

not correct that statement when it appeared
in the "West Australin' He complains
about what I said when I referred to what
was done at the Loan Council. I certainly
was blaming someone, 'hut he considered that
I was not entitled to do so. I did not blame
him personally. Last year £1,500,000 of
Loan funds were allocated, and the money
was found insufficent. The Cominonwealh
Government are bound, equally with the
States, in the allocation of funds as deter-
muined by the Loan Council. The only item
of expenditure excluded from that headieg
is money required for defence purposes. In
respect of any other money required for ex-
penditure, the Commonwealth Government
have to secure the allocation of the necessary
money by the Loan Council. That has to be
done in accordance with the terms of the
Financial Agreement. On this occasion,
they said they would require £C3,400,000, and
the State representatives held that if they
agreed to give the Commonwealth Govern-
ment that amount, it would leave very little
for them for- their works programmes. In
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consequence, they did not agree to the re-
quest.

The Minister for Lands: What was the
date of the report in the "West Australian"?Y

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It was dated thie
17th April, 1937.

The 'Minister for Lands: I was not acre
then, and did not see that report.

Hon, C. 0. LATHAM: But the 'Minister
saw it when he returned, or could have
(lone s0. It is wonderful to note that the
Minister can see anything that many be said
by the Leader of the Opposition. After atl,
the Leader of the Opposition is a quiet in.
dividual, who has left well alone during the
interregnunt between the sittings of Parlia-
ment. On this occasion the M1inister for
Lands would have the public believe that I
did not know what I was, talkig about.
However, when it was suggested that the
funds available were insufficient, the 'States
said they would not agree to the allocation,
Will the Minister say that that statement is%
not correct?

The 'Minister for Lands: Which state-
wnent?

Hon. C., G. LATHAM-N: Regarding hie
allocation of the £3,400,000?

The )2Jinister for Lands: We did. not ask
for it.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM:- Of course, if that
w'ts not asked for-

The M1inister for Lands: I any it was not.
Hont. C. 0. LiATHAM: Then the infornia-

lion that has been made available to the
people of Western Australia would appear
to have been incorrect, hut the Minister has
not told them what happened, and very little
has been told the people about it.

The 'Minister for Lands: You dlid not
wait, but rushed in with a statement in the
Press.

H1on. C. 0. LATHAM: I want to know
what really was the position.

Mr. Patrick: The Minister's quarrel is
with the "West Australian," not with the
Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: That is so. If
the Minister had said that the "West Aus-
tralian" had not reported the proceedings
correctly, there would have been no ground
for complaint on my part. It is certainly
funny that not only did the Melbourne
papers quote the figure to which I have
alluded, but also the Sydney papers, and
said that the Conumonwealth Government

wanted £3,400,000. This statement alto
appeared-

Eventually it wag decided that until the next
meeting of the Lon Council in June or July,
'Ministers should work on tile assumption that
the total provision for taniners' debts next
financial year would be £1,500,000.

When the Loan Council met last time-thc
Minister will be able to tell us if those pro-
cedings were correctly reported-the Coni-
nionwealth Government asked for £3,200,000,
and said that the total amounts would be
used for distribution amiongst the States
for farmers' debts adjustment, but thatt rc-
quest was. not agreed to. In a paper pub-
lished in the Eastern States on the 16thi
July, the following report appeared-

When thle Loan Council adjourned to-
night-

That was at the conclusion of the proceed-
ing-s on the first day-
-- it was plain that thle Governmnent's Loan
programme would not be more than £16,000,-
000-the amount that was fixed at thle lA
Loan Council meeting.

All that remains to be dlone by the Council
is to fix the basis of the allocations. Akt one
stage to-night there was every possibility that
the formnula. under the Financial Agreement
would have to be applied-

That is the fornmnla fromi the Financial
Agreement, which I read earlier-
-but as a result of a suggestion by the Pre-
mier of New South Wales (Mr. Stevens), it is
now likely that agreement will be reached with-
out using the formula.

The Minister for Lands: That portion is.
not true either.

Hon. C. Cr. LATHAM: The formula
would have been applied, had the members
of the Loan Council failed to arrive at a
unanimous decision. If the Minister had
taken the stand he should have, then the
funds available to Western Australia for
works would have been £E1,560,000 instead
of £E1,500,000, thre amount decided upon, and
the Commonwealth Government could hare
taken £3,'200,000, representing one-fifth of
the total amount of £16,000,000 to which
they were entitled uinder the terms of the
Financial Agreement. Then the State, in-
stead of securing £330,000 for debt adjust-
mient, would have received an additional
£03,000, making the total £423,000. It merely
required the necessary action by the Minis-
ter for Lands, who represented Western
Australia at the Loan Council meeting, to
enable the State to receive that additional
money.
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Several members interjected.
Hon. C. G. LATHA AM: I cannot hear all

the members who are interjecting, and natu-
rally I cannot reply to them. If the M1inis-
ter for Lands hadl stood out, there would
not have been ally unanimous decision, and
then, with the application of the formula
tinder the Financial Agreement ActI the
Commonwealth Gov-ernment would have
b)een entitled to one-fifth of the total alloca-
tion, or £3,20,0,000, -and Western Australia
would have been £093,'000 better off for
farmers' debts adjustment purposes, and
£00,000 better off in respect of the worka
programme.

The Premier: But we are better off.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: No doubt the

Minister was told that if he were a good
boy, be would be allowed to get some of the
surplus of £875,000 onl last year's opera-
tions I know that 'Western Australia received
£400,000 more than the other States in the
distribution of the mnoney available at thle
vnd of June.

Hon. P. Collier: Do you know that the
formula has never been applied?

Hon. C. G-. LATIM: I should not be
surprised if that were so.

Hon. P. Collier: And that it is not de-
sirable that it should be applied?

Hon. C. G-. LATHAM: That may be so,
but when the Minister for Lands takes me
to task and claims that the money would
not have been available had the formula
been applied, I am entitled to ask that the
position be cleared up. The member for
Boulder may shake his head, hut I claim
it is my right to ask that the point be
cleared up. It is surely better to say what
I have to say in this House rather than in
the Press. As Parliament was meeting in
the course of. a few days, I decided to raise
the question here, and yet the member for
Boulder shakes his head.

H on. P. Collier: I shall do more thian
shbake my head.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMX: That does not
matter in the slightest. The position is
that the State could have done better under
the formula. I notice that in the state-
meat made by the Minister for Lands he
had this to say -

From the amount of £15,000,000 proposed to
be raised by loan this year, the Conmnonwealth
Government were entitled to take £3,200,000
for any purpose whatever. The chairman, re-
-presenting the Commonwealth Government,
voluntarily announced that the Commonwealth

proposed to take £2Z,500,000 for debt adjust-
meat, and thle States' representatives were
never asked to vote upon the subject, did not
vote, and wvere not entitled to vote.

Will the Minister for Lands say the State
representatives were not entitled to votel

The Minister for Lands: They were not
entitled to do so.

Hon, C. 0. LATIHAM: Of course they
were. Then there is this-

The decision was one for the Cewmonwealth
Government only, and could not be influenced
by the vote of the States-

I say they could. So thle Commonwealth
Government had no greater powers there,
and no authority to deprive other members
of the Loan Council of the right to say
whether or not they should get £C2,500,000.
The Minister wont on. to say-

Mr. Lathami further states that the Comn-
inonwenlth legislation relative to the provision
of funds for farmers' debt adjustment stipu-
lates that the E]2,000,000 for that purpose is
to be raised by leans. In this way he attempts
to convey tile impression that the Common-
wealth is restricted to borrowing in order to
provide money for debt adjustment. The Com-
mionwealth legislation makes no such stipula-
tion. It gives authority to raise the money by
loan, but does not restrict the Government to
that course only. There is nothing to prevent
the Comumonwealth Government providing ad-
ditional sums for debt adjustment from revenue,
and this course was urged upon it at the re-
cent Loan Council meeting.

The Premier interjected.

lion. C. (4. LATHAM: I do not know
what was said, but am going onl what I read
in the paper. To explain the position I
have merely to read the Title of the Act
tinder which the money could be allocated
for expenditure. The Title of the Corn-
mlonwealth Act read-

An Act. to outhoise the raising and expend-
ing of certain sums of money to provide for
the giant of financial assistance to the States
in the making of payments to or for the benefit
of farmers, and for other purposes.

That provides the only authority they pos-
sess for appropriating money for these
purposes. I do not say that Parliament
at any time could not have voted these
funds and appropriated the money for any
purpose they liked. We know it is left
to Parliament to do that, but I have not
yet heard of any State or Commonwealth
Parliament taking money from revenue for
these purposes when they could secure it
from Loan funds. It was definitely under-
stood that the money was to come from
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Loan funds for farmers' debts adjustment
purposes. That has been always under-
stood. I realise that at a time when the
Federal Government found themselves with
a surplus, they could have suggested utilis-
ing seine of that money. But when heavy
defence expenditure had to be incurred,
they would naturally find themselves with
very little at their disposal.

The Premier: That may have been done
out of revenue.

lion. C. U. LATHAM1: Yes.
The Premier: You said they would not

spend money out of revenue wvhen they
could get it from Loan funds.

Hon. C. G-. LATHAM:- Most Governments
do that, but they cannot spend money with.
out the authority of Parliament. The Pre-
mier knows that it is necessary to secure
authority before the Government can bor-
row money or spend it. Naturally Parlia-
ment can do anything it desires. It can
authorise the expenditure of money from
revenue for the purpose of farmers' debt
adjustment, but it would not he very easy
to get that authority seeing that provision,
in this instance, was already made in the
Loan Bill of 193.5 for that particular pur-
pose. So it is of little use to say that the
mioney should be allocated from revenue.
We could find funds from revenue for the
purpose of assisting farniers, hut that is
not done.

The Premier: We did.
Eon. C. G. LATHAMI: How mutch did

the Government provide?
The 'Minister for Lands: We provided

£150,000 this year.
Hon. C. G-. LATHAM: I shall be glad

to find out whore it is.
The Premier: That is another matter.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is like the

suggestion at one time put to me by a man
who said that he "had a rotten farm
because he had lost £1,000 a year. When
I asked him how that was so, he said that
liad the bad land he possessed been good
land, lie would have made another £1,000
a year. That is what is happening- with
regard to the Government, when they
claim credit for giving away nioney
that they cannot collect at all. They say
they have given that money to the farmers,
whereas the fact is that they could not
collect it at all. It is useless to say that
they have given the farmers that mniey.

I hope the minister will clear uip the points
I have raised.

The Premier: You have been told where
the money is.

Hon. C. 0-. LATHA-M: I cannot find it.
If we had the Public Accounts, we could
trace the money and ascertain where it
had gone. With the financial statemnits
that have been made available to the pub-
lic, it is impossible to trace the money. I
will give the Government credit for every-
thing they do; I do not desire to be unfair.
That is why I want to clear tip this point,
and the proper place to mention it is in
the Chanmber where the Mlinister can reply
to any statements and correct nie if I ai
wrong. If he is ptrepa red to show tie
where I am wrong and if hie succeeds- in
that purpose, I shall be prepared to agree.
But actually I know I am perfectly right
in the statement I made. I was justified in
expressing regret that there was no more
iniey av ailable for the farmers. I know
what the position is: this State, like aill
other States, desires to get as mnuch money
as possible for public works, although it
has to pay interest on it. That is exactly
the position.

The Premier: Do you advocate that9
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No. However, I

have taken this opportunity to clear up a
public statement I made anid which the
Minister for Lands has misrepresented to
the public.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy-M1t. Magnet) [5.16]:- I acknow-
ledge- with thanks the referenee made by the
Leader of the Opposition to me. But the
lion, member must bear in mind that when
ait the Loan Council I am only one amongst
six or seven. It was good of him to suggest
that had I held out we would have got an
aidditional million.

Hon. C. G-. Latham: I never said yon
would get anl additional million.

The MKINISTER FOR LANDS: Good
sense suggests that I should disclaim the re-
sponihlility of having been in the position
suggested by the Leader of the Opposition.
Whatever caine to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion was nothing mitore than he had asked
for. He did not attempt to get the facts
that I had from the Loan Council, yet he
rushed into the Pr'ess in Western Australia
and in order to make out a ease for the
Federal Government in view of the coming
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Federal election, lie ptit the responsibility
onl the States and said that with their vot-
ing power they could do anything they liked.
As a. matter of fact, they cannot do any
such thing, for the Commonwealth has, in
all, three votes.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is counting the
casting vote-and even then it is against six
votes.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: As for
the money for bulk, handling, I w;ill discuss
that later on. The Commonwealth had a
wasting vote, which they did not use. But
regarding debt adjustmnent, what I said at
first was vorreet, hut what the Leader of the
Oppodtion -.aid was not correct and no
doubt he is flow squirming in consequence
of that publication. The constitution of thle
Loan Council provides that failing a unani-
muoos decision, the formunla may be insisted
upon. 1 (10 not know that it was mly place
to iiisist upon01 a Unanimous decision.
Amiongst others I was there to do the best
I ciould for this State. If the formula had
beeni applied, Ue-tern Australia wonld have
come off very baqdly. Probably we should
have got only £1,500,000 instead of getting
over £2,000,000, mid so the country would
have been let down very badly. Would the
Leader of the Opposition have done that?

lon. C. UI. Latham: Y\ou explain )how
that happened.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : It is not
necesary to explain. Western Australiat
would have come off badly.

Hon. C. G, Latham: WVe would have got
£60,000 more.

The Premier: But through not having this
unanialons vote we got two millions.

Hon. C. 0. Latham- But £300,000 was
your, own mon01ey.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Leader of the Opposition said in the Press
that when time origiiial estimates of the Loan
Council were prepa red provision was made
for £3,500,000 for farmers' debts adjust-
menut, Actually there was no such provision.
Onl April 20th last thlt "West Australian"
published a statement which set out that wve
were asking for a million pounds for farmers'
debts adjustments. There was no truth in
that statement. Numbers of Pressmen attend
outside the Loan Council but actually get
nothing authoritative. What they get they
get outside. Pressmen waiting when the
Loan Council nectimig breaks up ask mem-
bers such questions as "How did the big tiger

from New South Wales treat youl' and
"Did you get aN fair celea from Vic toria !'I If
one wvanted to make statements at such a.
time one could make as many as, hie liked.

Hon. P". Collier: Many of the statements
published are quite untrue.

The MINISTER FORl LANDS: There is
no truth in themi at ill; they are only
guesses.

The Premier: And tila' the paper use.%
tin' phrase, '-It is understood," and so dodges.
responsibility'.

The MI1NISTKRi FOR LANI)S: It is
agreced ait the Loan Council that no menibers
of that body shall give statements to the
Press. [ know I (lid not make a statement.
Of coun-e there was, no request for a mnion
p)oLIMIS; it W0roidd have been most unreason-
able, having regard to the true positioni of
the Loan fluanmes. Tt one were to go to the
Loan Council and as-k for a million pounds
one would get a very p)oor hearing. So we
dlid not a.'k for a mil lion pounds in April,
It was also only tentatively sungested that
the States would require £3,500,000 for
fariiers' debts adjuistment. As a matt6r of
fact it is widely thoughlt that the estimates of
somle of the States were misleading, that
they were exaggerated for certain reasons.
Personally [ think that sonic af the States put
forward requests without expecting to get
the amount for whioh they had applied. But
W1estern Australia asked for £C500,000, andI
the application was jLustified because we
were the one State that had done the job.
Really we have dlone more than all the other
States put together, and therefore we could.
reasonably ask for £500,000 because we had
expended the money in doing the job. It
the Leader of the Opposition wants to blame
bhc States because there was not any more
mioney provided for farmers' debts adjust-
mient, is that not a definite accusation against
the Country Party Government of Victoria,
the Country Party-Nationialist Government
of New South Wales, the Country Party-
Nationalist Government of South Australia
and the Country Party-Nationa list Govern-
nment of the Commonwealth? Yet the hon.
member blames me!

Hon. C. G. Latham: No, I blame the
States. You can twist it all right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He
blames me because there was not more money
provided. Well, what were the other States
doing; Victoria, with a Country Party Gov-
ernnient, and the Commonwealth and New
South Wales and South Australia with their
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Country Party-Nationalist Governments?
The Leader of the Opposition blamed me for
letting the farmer down, but he has not been
let down. The Leader of the Opposition
never seems to understand the position; lie
sthould think before he speaks. When he
blames me he blames every Country Party
Government and Country Party-Nationalist
Government throughout the Conmmonwealth,
including the Commonwealth Government,
because these Governments do dominate the
Loan Council,

Hon. P. Collier: You have got him well
there.

Th e MI1'NISTER FOR LANDS: Then we
had M1r. Gregory rushing into figures when
the Leader of the Opposition fell down. He
miade a statement about what happened at
the Loan Council in 1986, quoting a letter
from Mr. Sheehan, of the Commonwealth
Treasury, us to what occurred there. But
it was published in such a way as to make
the reader think, that it referred to the Loan
Council meeting of July of this year. Then
the propagandist paper of the Country
Party discreditahly published it in the same
way. Actually the incident had occurred in
1936 and had no relation to the Loan Coun-
c.il meeting of July, 1937. It was true that
thc Commonwealth Government could have
taken £3,200,000, and in fact that Govern-
inent did take £2,500,000.

Ron. C. G. Lathamn: They could take it
only if the formula were applied.

The -MINISTER FOR LANDS: If thc
Commonwealth Nationalist-Country Party
Government and the New South Wales Gov-
eminment and the Victorian Government
wanted the Federal Government to take
£8,500,000, they could have done it, and the
other States would have been quite helpless.
I repeat that if the New South WVales and
Victorian Governments had wvanted the Comn-
-nonwealth Government to take that money,
they could have taken it. But at the Febru-
.ary meeting, which was attended by the Pre-
nmier and myself, the chairman after discus-

-sion said that the Commnonwealth Govern-
mnent would take £1,400,000. The £16,000,000
Joan limit would never have been agreed upon
if it had been known that the Commonwealth
Government were going to take so
much money for their own purposes.
The Commonwealth Governent are never
in want of money, for they always have
abundant revenue. It is a fact that they
have played an unfair part in limiting the
'State's loan requirements to certain figures,

and then later on putting forward a pro-
posal that they should take also their pro-
portion of the loan allotments, thus reduc-
ing the States below their normal require-
ments. At the last Loan Council meeting
in July Mr. Menzies said that the Common-
wealth would take £2,500,000. The Common-
wealth Government did take that amount,
and despite the views of the States were
entitled to do so. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition stated that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment could only raise money for farmers'
debts adjustment by loans.

Hon. C. 0. Lath am: I said that was the
only authority they had.

The MIINISTER FOR LANDS: Bad the
States known, at the conference at which the
farmers' debts adjustment agreement was
made, that the Commonwealth would take
an undue share of loan moneys, and thus
pjenalise the States, the agreement would
probably not have been approved in that
form. Complaint is now made that when
the Commonwealth put forward a proposal
for an agreement with the States to advance
a certain amount of money, the States wore
under the impression that the money would
be forthcoming from Federal revenue. It
was not expected that the Commonwealth
Government would draw on the amount of
loan moneys available in order to carry out
special schemes. That purpose is always
kept up their sleeves. I was at the confer-
ence at which the farmers' debts adjustment
agreement was made. No suggestion was
advanced there that the amount required by
the Commonwealth would be taken from the
minimum sums which could be raised by
means of loans. Then we found that the
Commonwealth Government said, "We want
so much for this special purpose," and
threw the responsibility on the States of re-
fusing to give it. The same thing happened
with respect to youth employment. The
Comnnonwealth Governmtent called a confer-
ence in Melbourne last February for the
purpose of discussing something with regard
to youth employment. The two Federal
IMinisters who were present suggested a
resolution that the Commonwealth should
provide several hundreds of thousands of
pounds for youth employment. We thought
the money was to come out of F ederal rev-
enue, but later on the Federal Government
said it would come out of Loan Punds. At
the last conference a strong protest was
entered against this procedure, and the Corn-
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itonwonltli Government then announced they
would find the money fromt revenue. If the
(1onunonwcalth Government continue this
practice of deception, and put forward
-themes for their own advertisement, and
these schemes mean penalising the States
with respect to money for development, the
sehemes will not be agreed to. The States
will want to know first where the money is
oxling from.

M1r. Patrick: You tannot stop them fromn
taking their fifth.

The MNINISTER FOR LANDS: They en
do that, but the States can say beforehand,
'-Where is the money comning from?." If
tihe States are to he limited by the banking
hoard to £:10,000,000, the whole of the Go;'-

ininits of the States will1 say, "All right
an, to the £C16,000,000, but no more special
,Vhenies." If the Federal Government have
::ii , more schemes, it wvill be a matter of the
£16,000,000 plus the other money required
for those schemes. The policy of the Com-
mtonwealth Government is forcing the States
to take these precautions. The Common-
wealth Government are never in want of
revenue, for they always have a surplus.
Thev (10 not have our responsibilities, nor
do thepy accept responsibility for the calarm-
ic which occur within th~e States. They

mnust, however, be careful because the Statc,-
airc the institutions which are responsible?
for building up andi creating thme wealth by
which the Federal Government prosper. The
Commonwealth are not restricted to loan
mioney for debt adjustment. They -,an
always provide funds out of revenue. All
they need is the necessary alppropriation.
The Act provides for the raising of so much
money for farmers' debts adjustment. The
Government need raise only half of that sumin
byv loan, and can raise the other hialf from
revenuo. They are not compelled to raise
it all out of loan. They have not, however,
treated this State badly in regard to farmuers
debts adjustment. The Leader of the Op-
position said I should have entered a pro-
tes:t, hut if I had done so, I would have conic
off badly on the figures. All the States are
entitled to a certain proportion of the
moneys raised. New South Wales had allo-
cated to it £3,450,000 for debt adjustment,
out of the moneys to be provided by the
Commonwealth, but have so far received only
£4-28,000. Victoria is entitled to £2,500,000
hut has taken only £582,000. Queensland is
entitled to £1,150,000 but has only drawn

£C73,000. South Australia is entitled to
£1,300,000 and has drawn only Z911,000.
W;estern Australia is also entitled to
£ 1,300,000 hut has drawn £-104,000. In other
words, up to date New South W~ales has been
allotted 12 per cent, of the amount it is
entitled to, Victoria 2.3 per cent., Queens-
land 6.5 per cent., South Australia 15 per
cent., and Western Australia 36 per cent.
It will thus be seen that we have not done
so badly. If 1 had put in the strong ohjec-
tion it is said I should have put in, I would
have been told that we had not been badly
treated. Not only have we drawn the per-
centag&e we were entitled to draw, but we
have drawn a much bigger percentage than
we would have been entitled to if we had
been thme States of Victoria amid New South
WYales combined. The States have been
fairly well treated, although we can do wvith
mnuch more money as we are the one Stae
whichi is making great progress with debt
adjustment. Out of the £2,500,000 which
the Commonwealth Government have ap-
propriatted, Western Australia may still get
suore, as it is possible the other States wvill
not absorb thmeir full quotas.

HOW. C. G. LATHAM (York) [5.40]:
1 wish to correct a statement made by the
MlinistrfrLns I did not say that
Western Australia would have received
£1000,000 more if line (thme Minister) had
adopted the scemne. The total amount
would have been £e153,000. That is the most
we could have got if the formiula had been
applied. Time 'Minister gets offensive. I
do not desire to become offensive myself, as
I ant not entitled to do so, but he can be as
offensive as he likes towards me. I have
mierely pointed oat w-hat the position was,
that, if the formula had been applied, cer-
tain moneys would have come to this State.
He has pointed out that Western Australia
has received £E400,000 more than the other
States received. I would point out that of
that amount £C300,000 is a carry-over from
las;t year, representing money unexpended
by this State.

The Premier: It was under their control;
it went hack to them.

Hon. C. G. ILATHAMK: This State had left
at the 30th June last £300,000 unexpended. I
admit that the money went hack. When
we talk of Loan Funds we are always deal-
ing with a period of 18 months. Of the last
flotation a sum of £5,000,000 was left over
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at the 30th June last year. it is all very
well to say that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should float this loan, but they can
only get the money if it is available. Of the
last three loans that have been floated in
Australia, the Comnmonwvealth Government
have had to underwvrite a considerable pro-
portion. The £16,000,000 is not all that the
Commonwealth Government have to go on
the market for this year. The actual amount
is £21,000,000. Of this about £7,000,000 is to
be allotted to the States for semi-govern-
mental purposes and a small sum will come
to Western Australia for bulk handling.

The Premier: The Commonwealth do not
raise that.

lion. C. G. LATHAM: It must be raised
onl the loan market.

The Premnier: Not by the Common wealth.
Hon. C. G. LATH.AM: But the money

has to he found.
The Premier: They do not take all the

responsibility.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: New South

\Vales has had £5,250,000, of which
£C2,000,000 was borrowed in London. The
£350,000 Western Australia is getting ii for
bulk handling.

The Premier: We have to raise that
money.

ll. C. G. LATHAM: I was wrong in
giving the New South Wales figure. It was
£4,475,000, of which £2,000,000 was floated
iii London. This money has to be found on
the market, unless it i possible to go over-
.seas for it. To get £16,000,000 onl top of
that is to expect almost too much, in view
of what we know occurred last year. Next
year the conversion of a very large suin of
money must embarrass not only the Corn-
mionwealth but the State Governmnts. It
is not so easy to borrow money. With re-
gard to the £3,200,000, the Act is very clear
and definite. We knewv of the Act, and
that the whole of the money had to come
from Loan Funds. All the money the
Comnmonwvealtha have takeni out of the
£16,000,000 is for farmers' debts adjustment.
If the 'Minister is going to correct state-
ments made by me in all good faith, from
infornation supplied to the public, then he
should correct the statements which ap~pear
in the Press, from which I made my state-
mnent. It is clearly pointed out that it was
considered that Western Australia was ask-
ing for £1,000,000 for rural relief. I did
not expect we would get that amount. It

would be more than the amnount allocated to
this State out of the £10,000,000. It is no
use the Minister trying to ridicule me. Hie
has not convinced me that we would not
have got more money, which is so badly
needed for farmers' debts adjustments.
Already the complaint has been made that
we have had insufficient funds for this pur-
pose. The Premier knows that. When the
Prime -Minister was going through to En-
land we asked him to make more money
available. I think as a result of the repre-
sentations that were made £32,000 mole was,
made available to this State. We are
anxious to have this business finishied as
quickly as possible. There canl he no re-
habilitation of the farmers until they are
clear of their indebtedness or have mnade
some comipromise or some arrangement with
their creditors. It was inl the interests of
the farmers that I raised the question, and
it wvas in their interests that I expressed re-
gret at the fact of not more money being
niade available. Under the formula pro-
vided the Commonwealth Government, as I
have pointed out, are entitled to take
£800,000. 1 do not desire to delay this Bill,
which is a necessary Bill. -Moreover, it is
a measure which comes dowvn every session.
This Year's Bill is for considerably mare
than the Bills of previous years. 'I shall
take the opportunity of discussing these
matters in the House, for I object to disei, -
sing- them in the Press. I object lso" to
being browbeaten and ridiculed by the
-Minister for Lands because I take the op-
portunity available to me here.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, and the report

adopted.

Committee of Ways and Means.
The House having- resolved into Commit-

tee of Ways and Mfeans, Mr. Sleerman in the
Chair,

THE PREMIlER : I move-
That towards making good the Supply

granted to His 'Majesty for the services of the
year eniding 30th June, 1.938, a sum not ex-
eceding £1,600,000 be granted out of Consoli-
dated Revenue, £ 600,000 from the General
Loan Fund, and £E300,000 from the Public Ac-
count for the pur-pose of temporary advances to
be made by the Treasurer.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.
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Bill Introduced.

In accordance with the foregoing resolu-

tion, Bill introduced, and read a first time.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willcek-
Geraldton) [5,51) in moving the second
reading said: The Leader of the Opposition
mentioned that this is the usual procedure at
the beginning of a session, pending the in-
troduction and passing- of the Annual Esti-
mates. The Estimates are in course of
preparation, and I hope to introduce them
early so that full consideration may be given
to the expenditure necessarily incurred.
The Leader of the Opposition mentioned
also that a larger sumi than usual is asked
for on this occasion, but it is the
same asteamount that was actually
spent. We asked for £1,300,000 from
revenue, but Spent £E300,000 more. It is
probable that there wil be just as
much activity during these early months,
and that at least the same amount of money
wvill be required to carry on the affatirs of
the State. It is anticipated that expendi-
ture from loan funds will be at the rate of
about £200,000 per month. That rate of
vxpenditure, however, will not continue
throug-hout the year. Early in the year we
generally have to spend more money in
order to obtain materials required. I do not
wish to discuss ait this stage what ooccurred
last year. WVe all know that the year
finished up with a deficit of £371,205, and
we arc all aware of the factors which
brought about that deficit. The Common-
wealth grant was reduced by £300,000, and
other payments became necessary. So that
instead of finishing the finanicial year with
a surplus, we finished with a deficit of
£371,205. It is not usual to discuss that
aspect of the financial transactions of the
State at this stage. It is rather the custom
to reserve what is to be said in connection
with it until the Annual Estimates are intro-
duced.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Remaining Stages.

Bill passed through its remaining stages
without debate, and transmitted to the
Council.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.

Debate resumed from the 5th August.

RON. 0. G, LATHAM (York) [5.55): In
addressing myself to the Motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply I should
like to say that I feel sure all Western Aus-
tralians will endorse the message despatched
to Their Most Gracious Majesties, IKing
George VI. and Queen Elizabeth, conveying
sincere congratulations and, good wishes on
their accession to the Throne. The King and
Queen are not unknown to the people of this
State. Only a short time ago, as the Duke
and Duchess of York, they visited us, and
endeared themselves to the hearts of all who
had the opportunity to meet themn or see
them. In our King we have a Monarch
whose principal aim, I feel assured, will be
to emulate the high ideals and accomplish-
ments of his beloved father, who strove
steadfastly to lpreserv'e the constitutional
rights and privileges of his subjects and to
maintain a spirit of unity and peace
throughout this great; commonwealth of
nations of which the Crown is the historic
symbol. We are all delighted that the
Premier was able to attend the coronation.
In the hon. gentleman we feel Western Atis-
tralia had a very active and able representa-
tive. His presence in London has been
beneficial to the State, and he took with him
the good wishes of all the people of Western
Australia to the people of the Home land.
There is miuch to be learnt by a trip to the
Old Country. The associations that a Pro-
inier makes, the opportunities he has of
clearing up mnisun~derstandings with so re-
mnote a part of the British Dominions as this,
and of learning about the difficulties of other
parts of the British Empire are highly ad-
vantageous. Sitting here wve sometimes
magnify our troubles and problems, but
when one goes oversea one realises that after
all this is a very small part of the great
British Empire, and that other parts of the
Empire have just as great difficulties as we
hare, and occasionally greater difficulties.
That helps to broaden the outlook. In rub-
bing shoulders with statesmen from other
parts of the Empire, one learns to appre-
ciate their problems. I feel sure the Pre-
mnier realises the difficulties of, for instance,
the marketing problem, and the problems
that Dominion Parliaments are faced with.
I listened to the discussions at the confer-
ence of 1935 with a feeling that, after all,
we are not so badly treated, in view of the
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problems of other parts of the British Eml-
pire.

The Premier: A policeman's lot is not a
happy one.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I daresay our
Premier disagreed 'with some of the views
expressed on behalf of other portions of
the Empire. However, those other portions
stated their ease as they saw it, and they
must be given credit for putting up argu-
muents in the interests of the people they
represent. I feel certain the Premier, while
oversea, learnt that Britain. is anxious to do
everything possible to trade with other parts
of the Empire. There is no need for me to
enlarge on that aspect. Agreemen.; hav-e
already been entered into between the
Dominions and Great Britain, bringing con-
clusive proof that the 'Mother Country is
anxious to do all she can to assist hee
people oversea to market their goods. I was
rather struck with the speech of the mem-
ber for Roebourne in moving the Address-
in-reply. That speech was marked by apolo-
getic criticism of the Government. The hont.
member opened his remarks by saying that
the usefuhness of the Address-in-reply debate
had passed. He expressed the view that it was
about time the old custom was abandoned.
If he moves to give practical effect to that
view, he will get many supporters front
this side of the House. The Country Party
has always held the view that Parliament
meets not just for the purpose of talking,
bnt for the purpose of controlling the State's
finances. The first business of Par-liament is
the control of the financial position of the
State. Sometimes, I am afraid, we depend
on reports which reach us, and which, as
this afternoon's, debate has dlearly proved,
are incorrect, with the result that the people
do not obtain an accurate understanding of
the financial position. The duity of Parlia-
ment, I repeat, is to look after the State's
finances, to see that money is provided
for the aeeessary governmental expendi-
ture, to see that the people are
taxed sumeiiently to meet that ex -
l)CndittlrO, but not overtaxed, find then
to ensure that the money granted
is wisely and judiciously expended.
Then, of course, we are expected to see
that the laws of the State are kept up to
date. We have to legislate with the times,
and while it is not our duty to see that
the laws arc carried out, which is the re-
sponsibility of Ministers, it is our duty to
see that the Ministers maintain the laws

of the State. If the ineniher for Roebourne
(Mr. Rodoreda) desires to abolish the
Address-in-reply debate, commencing with
next session of Parliament, we shall be with
him. I think members of the Country Party
will ag-ree with him, and in those circum-
stances we could make the Address-in-reply
a formal matter, as is done in the Parlia-
ments of some of the Dominions. If we do
that, we canl then get on with the business
of government. We are all aware that
whatever wve say during the course of the
Address-in-reply debate, we can say on the
Estimates, and if the latter are introduced
soon after Parliament mneets, that will
provide us with the necessary opportunity.
I fail to understand why the Estimates
cannot be presented to Parliament much
earlier. At any rate, I commend the suig-
gestion of the member for Roebourne for
the abolition of the Address -in-reply de-
bate.

Mr. Cross: Then sit down, and set us
an example.

Mrv. Patrick: The debate has already
started.

Hon. C. 0. TLATH,%AM: I wish the me-ni-
her for Canning (Mr. Cross) wouild listen
to the speeches that are made; he does not
do that. As the memnber for Roebourue
remarked, the way is open now for a flood
of speeches, and there is no doubt that the
mnember for Canning, irrespective of whe-
ther he has a grouch or not, will contri-
bute towards that flood.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: If there were a
drought wvhere the member for Cannintc is
concerned, it would be much better.

H-on. C. G. LATHAIN: I was rather fi-
pressed, not by what the Lieut.-Covernor's.
Speech contained but by what it did not
state. 'When we were asked to repair from
this Chamber to the Legislative Councmil
to hear the reasons for calling Parlia-
ment together, I had hoped to hear
some reasons, but I did not hear any. The
Speech set out what had been done by the
Government during the previous year, and
the Speech was colouired in accordance with
the policy of the Government.

The Premier: It referred to the activi-
ties of the State, not to those of the Gov-
ernment.

Hon. C. G. LATHA-M: That is so, bit
I cannot give the Government credit for
all that happened last year.

The Premier: Not for all.
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lHon. C. G. LATHAM: I will give them
credit for some things that happened. It
is true that we heard of some legislation
that was to be introduced, and the refer-
ences appeared in a sort of schedule to the
Speech. We have listened to such lists
of proposed legislation frequently, and we
realise that the mere recording of proposed
legislation in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech
does not mean that all that legislation will
he introduced. Frequently we have heard
legislation mentioiied in those cirelum-
stances, yet that legislation has never
appeared before Parliament. If the legis-
lation. referred to in the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech this session is all that is to be
introduced, the sooner we prorogue Parlia-
meat the better it will be, because the legis-
lation indicated, ap~art from one or two
measures, will not help the people of West-
ern Australia one iota. One is that which
wvill alithorise the expenditure of money
for bulk handling purposes, and the other
is that which will give the necessary relief
to tho~c who find themselves in a dr-jimglmt-
strickren condition, necessitating finiancial
assistance. Those are the only two legis-
lative proposals that impressed me as
worthy of calling Parliament together to
give them consideration.

The Premier: Do not you think that the
people who do the work of the State should
have some legislation too?

Mr. Marshall: Of course lie does not:
none at all!

I-on. C. G. LATHAM: I will not say that
they should not have legislation, because
they have the benefit of much legislation
at the present time. I am afraid that the
State Parliament turns its attention too
much to those already provided for.
Members are not asked to turn their atten-
tion in directions where assistance is reall 'y
needed. That is the problem that confronts
us. I am afraid we are not doing the work
that should be expected of us. Any' one who
read the Licut.-Governor's Speech would
think that "everything in the garden was
lovely." We know that is not so. There are
men out of employment. Our main indus-
tries, apart from goldmining, are slipping
back. These are things to which the Gov-
ernment should turn their attention.

The Premier: Are what you have referred
to the only matters mentioned in the Speech9

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There is no refer-
ence to relief to he afforded those industries,

or to proposed legislation that will assist in
that direction in any way. Parliament is
called together to grant supplies to the Gov-
ernment and for the purpose of raising taxa-
dion. This House has very little say regard-
ing the financial position. We pass laws,
which appropriate motley that is taken out
of revenue. The whole public service has
to be provided for as well as the Railway
Department. That leaves very little in the,
allocation and expenditure of which Parlia-
ment can have any appreciable say. We
should certainly have the Revenue Estimates
before uts much earlier, so that we may be
able to understand the financial position of
the State. Lacking those particulars, Par-
liamient cannot have a sufficient hland in en-
deavouring to guide the Government in the
expenditure of money. When dealing with
the Lieut.-Governor's Speech, another matter
referred to by the member for Boebourne
was his objection to the concealment of the
Government's intentions regarding legisla-
tion. Hie said-

If the object is to conceal the Government's
intentions with regard to impending legislation,
that object is certainly achieved.

The Premier: He saw the Bills that we
arc to introduce.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The member for
Roebourne has probably been taken into the
confidence, of the Government, and has been
given certain information. The member for
Roeboune is anxious that the people gener-
ally should be told of the Government's in-
tentions. lie knows that legislation is pend(-
ing, and that the Government are going to
do something. Perhaps he has been told that
they intend to do something outstanding this
session. Should the Premier avail himself
of the opportunity to speak on the Address-
in-reply, I hope he will tell the House what
his legislative proposals represent. I agree
wvith the member for Roebourne that there
is too much sereav about these matters, and
that we ought to know more about the Gov-
erment's legislative proposals. The member
for Roebourne is a very strong party man,
and stands behind the Government, whether
they be right or wrong.

Time Premier: You agree we are not
alwvays wrongs

Haln. C. G. LATHAM: Yes; but this in-
dicates that all is not well wvithi the Govern-
ment. Evidently there is some dissatisfac-
tion, and so the member for Roebourne ad-
vised the House that all was not well. I am
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sorry he stopped at that, and that we had clearly hlow the money was spent during the
to close the proceedings at 4 p.m. Perhaps
if he had had sufficient time, he would have
taken the House into his confidence and toldl
members what was in his mind. We wvould
have helped hint to correct the position.

Mr. Marshall: You arc as wrong there as
you were regarding the Loan Council.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The member for
Roebioune said that the Government were
not frank, and hie decli ned to approve of
their tactics. So we disapprove of them.
The hon. member was perfectly right. This
is the people's Parliament, and the people
should know as early as po.csilble. As soon
as the information lie desired was given to
the niember for Roebourne, it ought to have
been given to [he public as wecll. 1 propose
briefly to (feal with the financial position.
We shall have the Estimates before us soon,
according to the information tendered by the
Premier. WVo are always boing m net with
such promise,. May F hope that onl this oc-
casion wvhen the Estimnates are lbrought down
we shall have the report of the Auditor-
General, and the Public Accounts as well.

The Premier: They cannot be got ready at
once; they take time.

Hon. C. (. LATIIA3: The finan-
cial 3-ear ended onl the 30th June last,
and that is five weeks ago. I suppose
it will he a fortnighbt or three
weeks before the Estimates are placed be-
fore us, andt that provides a period of eight
weeks. If the accounts aie kept up to date,
the report of the Auditor General should not
be long delayed. That officer niakes his re-
port to Parliament, and he is the servant of
Parliament. it is his dlut 'y to point out to
Parliament what the real position is, what
money has been spent wrongfully, and what
amnounts have been over-expended. We should
have that information before us, hut usually
we do not receive the Auditor General's re-
port until after the Estimates have been
dealt with, at which stage the report is use-
less to us.

The Premier: That was not so last year-
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I think we re-

ceived the report in November.
The Premier: That is not so.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAII: I wvill look up the

exact date during the tea adjournment. At
any rate, any such period of the session is
far too late. When we have the Estimates
before us, we should have the Public
Accounts as well. That document sets out

financial year, and enables members to trace
the expenditure. As it is, members are
forced to ask the Premier various questions,
which would be quite unnecessary if they
were able to look up the information for
themselves. I hope the Premier will see that
the Public Accounts and the Auditor Gen-
eral's report are presented to us much earlier
this session, and if wye receive them, they
will elucidate matters that arc agitating our
miinds to-day. In dealing with the financial
position, I desire merely to provide a rough
review and to make a comparison between
the results of the last two or three years.
Tile return of revenue and expenditure indi-
cates that continued improvement in busi-
ness conditions has assisted towards bl-
anced budgets in all States. I do not think
trade has flourished for many years past to
the extent that 'was apparent during the last
financial year. The trade report provides a
good index of the national income, and I
find that the goods handled at ports last
year represented £3,000,000 more than for
thie peak period of 1928-29. That is an in-
(dication that our industries are picking upl
steadily. The value of the goods handled
at ports last year was E4,000,000 more than
for the previous 12 months. With all this,
we do not seem to have overcome the prob-
lemis confronting us. We do not seem to be
abWe to put more peop~le onl to frill-ti me emn-
ployment. In that direction, improvement is
very slowv indeed, and the numbers of those
engaged in industry are decreasing instead
of increasing. Take the position in the
South-West. Last year the volume of but-
ter Production was down considerably. The
acreage under wheat last year was about the
same as for the previous 12 months, butl
there was a reduced yield. The wool clip
deelined considerably. All this shows that
if we wtere to turn our attention to these mat-
ters-this is the point I wish to make-our
leg islation should be framed with a view to
placing our industries on a better footing,
and thus do something to absorb the people
w-ho arc looking to the State to provide them
w~ith full-time employment. We cannot
absornb them permanently onl road work, for
that will not eliminate the problem at all.
If we construct a road, the men employed
there are out of work as soon as the task
is completed. If we were to build up our
primary industries, it would be better. The
agricultural industry employs more men,
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directly and indirectly, than any other of
our industries, and if we were to promote
the interests of that industry to a greater
extent, all these men would be taken off the
Government's hands.

Mr. Marshall: Canl you mention anly
country that has successfully built up those
industries9

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes. There is
Great Britain.

Mr. Marshall: And there are 2,500,000
people unemployed there.

Holl. C. G. LATHAM%: It must have been
interesting to the Premier, when lie was in
Eng-land, to note how agriculture has piro-
gressed there.

Mr. Marshall: And so has her crop of
misery and poverty.

Hon. C. G. LATH NMf: The member for
Murchison (Mr. Marshall) knows that that
is not a fact. 'The condition of the men emi-
ployed in the ag-ricultural indlustry in Eng-
land to-day is 'better than ever before inl the
hiistor~y of Britain. The Minister for Agri-
culture and the Government there have real-
ised that they started at the wrong end when
they set out to promote the interests of
secondary industries. The fact was that tile
people were too poor to baty the mnanufac-
tured articles turned out by those secondary
industries, and so the Government are
endeavouring to promote the interests of
])rimary industries. If this State wvere to
legislate in that direetion, we would lbe able
to (10 a great deal towards building up per-
inanent employment for our people. I hope
we shall turn our attention more and more
to the primar' industries of the State.

H~ittfig suispended froni 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Before the tea
adjournment I mentioned that the returns of
revenue) and expenditure for the year if-
eate that continued improvement in busines
conditions has assisted tile movement to-
wards balanced budgets in all the States.
The trade at ports is a good index. Ti'he
value of goods handled at ports last -year
was £4,000,000 more than in the previons
year. The value of' exports last year was
£0600,000 more than that of the year before,
despite the decreased production of wheat
and wool. It is admitted of course that gold
helped materiall y, because £7,791,000 worth
of gold was exported from the State. Wool

exports were down last year by 20,000,000
lbs., with a corresponding decrease inl value
of over £500,000. Wheat exports totalled
1,117,000 bushels less, but the value was
£800,000 more. As I pointed out previously
there was an increase fin national income,
and onl account of that increase, there was
more Governmient, revenue, and that materi-
ally assisted the Government inl balancing
the Budget. This condition was applicable
generally throug-hout Australia. Wiew
envv the Federal Government for their in-
creaised revenue, we know that if the States
enjoy, increased revenue there must be in-
creased revenue for the Commonwealth as
well. I menition this matter, because I notice
that referenee was made in, the Governor's
Sp1eech to thle inmp roved position. But, after
ill, while there has bteen anl incirease in the

national income and moore mtoney is coming
into the Treasury, thle condition of some in-
dustries is still very low. ]last year there
was at deficit of £371,000, compared with a
surplus of £88S,000 the year before. 1 dlid
not agree with the views expressed in the
Livt-Governor's Speeh that thle cause of
that deficit was the reduction of the Comn-
mionwealth grant by £ 300,000. The returns
do not support that claimi at all. As a mat-
ter of fact, time revenue for 1936-37 was
£1.52,000 mnore than, that (di the previous
year, when, the grant was £800,000, against
£5100,000 ]last year and was £325,000 above
thme revised estimate. That was the revised
estimate after the reduction of £300,000 had
been made up~on its bhi ru found that the
disabilities g-rant had lbeen reduced by that
amount. Had the Treasurer not exceeded
tile cxlpelditur. for which the Estimates pro-
vided hie still would have had a surplus of
£-29,000.

Thle Premier: Ile wvould not have had rev-
(flue if lie had( not spent mioney' to get it.

ion. C. 0. LATIIAM: That is a very
good thing. If we are going- to slpend money
ill order to get revenue, we mighflt, of course,
build kill 0u verV huge SIU11)I usq. 1 Cannot
agree wvith that. Repeatedly, we oil this side
of thle ] louse have been chlarg ed with bavinug
established a record deficit, and while, of
course, there is nothing, to comncd uts for
having established a record of that sort, there
wvtm justification for it, when we remember
that last year the revenue alone exceeded by
£770,000 thle total revenue and loaa funds for
thle year 1931-32, during which that big defi-
cit of £1,557,000 occurred. Those fig-ures will
give niciubers of the House some idea of the
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difficulties which the previous Government
had to face at that time. Last year the
Government's receipts oil both revenue and
loan accounts exceeded those for 1931-32 by
£3,183,000, so that shows that aifter all the
Government cannot complain about insuffi-
cient revenue. Allowing for the difference
in deficits between the two periods we fid
that last year the expenditure exceeded that
of 1931-32 by £2,000,000. That is, taking
into consideration the total revenue, loan
funds and deficits, this Government had
£C2,000,000 more last year than we had in
1931-32.

The Premier: We did not have 17,000 or
18,000 people out of work.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM.N: I am talk-
ing about the amount we had to spend.
We had to provide £600,000 for sus-
tenance for workers. I contend that with
the additional amount of money the Govern-
ment had at their disposal the whole of the
men onl part-time work should have been
put onl full-time emnploymient. There should
have been sufficient money for it. I think the
Premier will agree that that point was not
raised merely from a party bias point of
view at all. I contend that if £6500,000 had
been set aside front that record rev-
eue of £10,000,000 to establish those
industries that are languishing for want
of assistance, something of permanent
value would have been secured. I have
always contended that the Government
should set aside at least £500,000 for the
purpose of re-establishing our agricultural
industries. It would only be by way of ad-
vances to the producers, because the money
would be repaid. At present the industry i.,
going back very rapidly.

The Premier: The only thing that will re-
establish the industry is increased prices.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The prices arc
here. 1 have pointed out that with the re-
duced output we brought into this State no
less than £800,000 more last year than in the
previous year. But the trouble is that these
people have not the money to renew their
plant and their power, and the result is that
instead of good farming being- done we have
bad farming. When the number of people
who have left their holdings in the last few
years is taken into consideration it will be
recognised that it is a very serious matter to
the State. I suggest to the Premier that if
be does want to re-establish the industries of
this State andi absorb the unemployed, lie
will find that he must first turn his atten-

tion to assisting our primary industries.
That is one thing. The second is that
the figures given afford some idea of
the difficulties which the previous Gov-
erment had to face and overcome and
provide a complete answer to those who have
continually criticised the huge deficits which
occurred when the present Opposition were
in power. Again, I want to refer to the
enormous additional expenditure which has
been taking place, anl expenditure far in
excess of wvhat it has ever been before. Last
year it was, I think, £400,000 more than that
of the previous year. Despite the statement
of the Premier and the Minister for Lands
that everything is well in this State, there is
only one way the Government can do any-
thing that is likely to be beneficial to the
State and that is by stringently-controlled
eximenditure. I am satisfied, onl looking at
the figures, that perhaps there is some
justification for the remarks of the member
for Reourne when he said that the depart-
miental heads were running the Government
crvice. Of course, if what the lion. member

.,ay, is true, and the departmental heads are
running- these services. they' have no interest
ou tside their own iniediate circle, and so
they cannot he expected to put up a policy.
It is difficult at any time to interpret the
p~olicy of a Government, and it is the func-
lion of Ministers to control. From my own
brief experience in office, I amt aware that it
is difficult to get departmental heads to keep
down expenditure. Frequently they come
along with a perfectly reasonable story for
inercasRed exp1 enditurv. So, if the memnber
for Roebourne is right, I say it is about time
that Ministers should control Elhe depart-
ments and stop this heavy expenditure. As
I have said, it was the highest onl record,
£1400,000 above the estimiate for last year,
'ted if the Treasurer and his Ministers hand
kept down their exlpcnditure to anything
like the estimate, then instead of having a
deficit of £300,000, we would have had a
.surplus. Of course, the more extravagant
the policy, the more assured it is of general
acceptance. Ministers entertain the idea
that all they have to do to achieve prosperity
i~s to spend .money. But only the big
mnerchants agree with Ministers in that. All
that they are concerned with is to have a big
turnover and a big income at the cad of the
year, after which, frequently, they send their
money out of the State for investment. I
have known such men having large return.,
and being afraid to leave their money here.
1 am not prepared to take the advice of such,
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mfenl. I say the only way to prosperity is to)
build up our industries. Take the gold
mining industry.

The Premier: Who built up that industry?
Hon. C. G. LATHAMI: The price of gold

has been the chief factor. It has attracted
overseas capital here. Of course the Gov-
ernment have not doiic nmuch to discourage
that industry.

The Premier: We have encouraged it.
lion. C. G. LATHAM: It dloes not re-

jluire encouragement; the price of g-old is
sufficient to attend to that.

The Premier: Why cannot the wheat in-
dustry be similarly built tip!

lion. 0. G. LATHAM: Gold is specula-
tive and will attract the speculator, but you
cannot get people to put money into farms
already overloaded wvith debt. If the Gov-
ermnent do not get ]lack the whole of the
£600,000 that I ask them to spend on the
ag-ricultural industry, at all events it will
serve to bring in additional income for the
State. A policy of uncontrolled expenditure
must ultimately bring us face to face with
the position which confronted the State in
1929. 1 remember the member for Boulder
(Hon. P. Collier) onl both sides of the
House, on the Government side as well as on
the Opposition side, warning the people
that this extravagant method of expenditure
publicly and privately could not get us back
to prosperity. To-day all that we are do-
ing is borrowing all the money we canl get
hold of, Spending it wisely ad unwisely,

ad increasing the cost of living. This
lauded increase iii the basic w'age is mere
bluff; a man gets, say, anl extra £1 a wveek,
but at the end of the year the people are no
better off. Our export industries arc the
only factors that count. We could not live
a year in this State if we did not export
gold, wool, wheat, butter, timber, and the
other commodities. At present we are nk-
ing it harder for the people to prodluce
those commodities.

Air. Tonkin: Ts this an argument for a
reduction of the basie wage?

Hon. 0. G. LATHAM: No, it is nothing
of the sort. Unless wre build 111) our indus-
tries commensurate with the amount of.
ilioney wve are spenldinig in foolish ventures,
we Pan never hope to get anywhere.

The Premier interjected.
Boln. C. G. LATHAM: I pointed out a

little while ago that gold was responsible
for 37 per cent, of thle total value of our ex-

ports last year. I do not know whether
there is any truth in the statement that
Britain and America are the only countries
purchasing gold to-day. If that is so, we
do not know how long they will be onl the
market for it, nor what th result will be
when they cease buying. I say that while
the price of gold is up, let us do what we
can for our other industries. One has only
to travel through the agricultural areas to
see dilapidated fences, broken-down machin-
ery and aged horses. Some farmers arc in
rather better position, bat taking a general
line we find that the situation as a whole is
pretty difficult. The Government should
take steps to assist the industry.

The Premier: Surely you are not saying
that the Government aire not assisting the
farmiers?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, but I want
the Government to assist thenm to a still
greater extent. Tile Minister for Lands has
stated to-night that the Government pro-
vided fromi revenue £160,000 for the farmers
lost year. When tile Estimates are intro-
duced, we shall have greater information,
but at present it is largely guesswork, that
and the rending of statements submitted to
us by the Press.

The Minister for Lands: The Labour Gov-
erment have done more for the farmers
than have any other Government.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: The Labour Gov-
ement hlave had more money than have
other Governments, anid wvhen we conisider
the number of years the Labour Govern-
mnent have been in office in this State, we
realise flint more ii expected of such a
Government. Tile taxationl collections last
year totalled £E2,204,000, including financial
emergen~y tax £971,000, or 40 per cent, of
the total receipts. Taking 1929-30, the best
year we ever had, the income tax and the
land tax-which was then imposed onl all
lands-and the dividend duties tax for that
year totalled less than the £971,000 of finan-
cial emergenc~y tax this year.

'The Minister for Lanids: Who pays it!
Hoil. C. 0. LATHAM1: I am lpoin ting out

how vrm) much more money the Government
have to-day.

Hon. P. Collier interjected.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: You pronmised you

would not interject. The burden of taxa-
tionl in Western Australia to-day is heavier
than it is in ally other State of the Corn-
nionwealth, except Queensland. Conse-
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quently, the people of this State are asking
the Government to reduce taxation. In 1981
the taxation per head of our population was
£3 6s. 5dt. In 1935-36 it had risen to £6 3s.
3d., or nearly double the amount for
1931-32.

The Premier: Tell us what has been done
in the other States.

Hon. C. G. LATHA'M: I am telling the
Premier the increase in taxation per bead
of the population. I have pointed out that
Western Australia is the highest taxed
State in the Commonwealth with the excep-
tion of Queensland. There has been a re-
duction of taxation in nearly every other
State, but here, instead of at reduction,
there has been nil increase. The proceeds
of the flinaneiai emergency tax have in-
creased from £C220,000 in the first year it
was imposed to £971.000 last year. It is
significant that taxation per hlead is higher
in those States controlled by Labour Gov-
ernments, namely in Queensland, Tasmnnia
ahnd Western Australia.

The Premier: It might be significanit, but
it is not true.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMA: The Premier can
check the figures and hie will find that I
am right.

Hon. P. Collier: You were a member of
the Government who introduced the finan-
cial emergency tax.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: And we intro-
duced it for only a short period. When the
Labour Party took office, Parliament was
called together at an earlier date than onl
any other occasion since I have been a
member in order that they might reimnpose
the tax; it was such a good thing. There
wvas a great fight against the tax at the
time, but it has proved a wonderful baby
ever since and it has been well nourished
by the present Government. A claim is
made in the Speech that the number of
men now depending upon the Government
for sustenance or relief work is 6,400 com-
pared with 13,800 in 1933, when the Labour
Party returned to office. In 1933 the nuni-
her of men employed in the mining indus-
try was 9,700, whereas the total number
to-day is 16,652, an increase of nearly 7,000.
That increase is equivalent to the differ-
ence between the number of men on the
books of the Government in 1933 and the
number to-day. Thus practically the whole
of the men reabsorbed into industry have
been absorbed in the mining industry.

Despite the fact that other industries have
improved, it appears as if we had suffered
a setback in some direction or other. The
setback, of course, is due to the fact that
there has been no agricultural policy car-
ried out in the State during the last year
or two. The Government will claim, as
the Premier attempted to do a little while
ago, that the increased production of gold
was due to the present administration.

The Premier: No, I did not.
Hlon. C. G. LATHAM: The figures pub-

lished from time to time clearly show that
the increased price of gold was the only
factor responsible for the improvement in
the wining industry. Two years ago an
appeal was made to the people of Western
Australia for funds, the appeal being known
as the Motherhood and Youth Appeal. I
believe that £50,000 was raised from all
sources. Yet, two years afterwards, we
find that very little has been done. It has
taken two years to get anywhere near some
sort of policy for the improvement of con-
ditions under either of those headings. I
believe that a month or six weeks ago a
start was made to construct a hospital at
Subiaco. What has been done for unem-
ployed youth, I do not know. I have been
told that some of the money was used to
build a school at Narrogin. I do not be-
lieve that the money was raised for that
purpose. The public could not be expected
to maake direct contributions to a fund in
order to build up for the Government
assets that should he provided from other
sources. A few months ago the Govern-
mneat saw fit to appoint a Royal Commis-
sion to inquire into youth unemployment.
Recently the Federal Government anl-
nounced their intention to hand over to the
States suims of money totalling £200,000
for the assistance of unemployed youth.
The allocation was to he as follows:-

£
New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
Southi Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania .

*.77,000

52,000
25,00(1
20,000
17,000

9,000

The Federal Minister, in making this anl-
nouncement on the 4th June, intimated
that only New South Wales, Victoria and
South Australia had so far carried out the
undertaking given by all States more than
three months before to make a survey of
youth munmployment and supply the figures
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to the Commonwealth. No reports, he
stated, had been received front Queensland,
Tasmania or Western Australia, and this had
made allocation of the grant diffcult. We
in Western Australia already had some
money on hand for this purpose, and it is
surprising if some information was not avail-
able to the Government as to the manner in
which the money should be spent in order
to give effect to the wishes of the people
who had contributed it. Whatever the Gov'-
erment do, I hope they will take some action
to provide for vocational training. By the
laws of this State we have deprived youths
of the opportunity to learn trades. I make
that statement, fully appreciating its import.
By legislative enactment, that is what we
have done. We have handed over to the
Arbitration Court the power to decide
whether there shiall be apprentices in indus-
try or not. The power has been taken away
from this Parliament and given to another
tribunal, hut it is up to ns to do something
to ensure that the youth of this country are
given a start with some training that will
assist themn to earn anx income. The Gov-
erminent's method of putting- them to work
onl roads or in the forests is not going to
help our young men. Every boy who canl
possibly be trained should be trained in soe
way or other. Even if lie has to revert to
road making afterwards, even if he has op-
portuinity to work in his trade or profession
only once o1r twice, hie wvill be the better boy
for having been trained. I hope Lhat West-
ernl Australia will do what sonic of the East-
ern States have done. I will not name those
,States because I do not wish to make com-
parisons. Certainly the Government here
nhonld do something towards inaugurating
vocational training for the youth of the
country. This has been done in almost all
parts of the world. The same problem exists
everywhere. We have a responsibility to
the youth, and this Government and this
Parliament should face it. I feel sure that
the Premier wvill. assist in that direction in
any way possible. I observe that the rail-
ways have increased their loss this year. Last
year the loss was E167,000 compared with
£,57,000 in 1035-36. Evidently there was
sonic increase of traffic as indicated by the
increased trade at the ports, but the values
may have had something to do with it andi
there might not have been a large increase
in the volume. In 1933 the Premier, then
'Minister for Railways, introduced] legislation

to ensure that the railways secured a fair
amount of the traffic to which they were
entitled. We treated the people then eni-
gaged on road] transp~ort very, unfairly. Most
of them had invested their life's savings in
plant and equipment, and almost with a
stroke of the pen, we deprived them of the
righit to earn a living. Yet last year's defi-
ciency onl railway operations was only £-5,000
below that of 1932-33, the last year of un-
restricted miotor competition. Evidently
there has been some slipping in the mnanage-
mtent of the railways.

The Premier: If you hand kept repains ilp
to date, conditions would have been differ-
ent.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The exeusi, offere-d
is that the railways hald to put On extra
staff and had to undertake the carttnie of
,water. Those are weak excuses.

The Premier: We have been rehiabilita t-
ing the railways to the extent of hundreds
of thousands of pounds; iii fact half a n-
lionl.

Hon. C. G. LATHA-M: All that nionev-
was not provided out of revenue. The dif-
ferenc e in the quantity of water eartt' I last;
year as compared with the year befiprl iris
about 1,000 tons. In 19335-36 the quanilily
carried was 25,51S tons and last year it was
only 24,269 toiis. Conseqautly' the excuse
of wvater cartage is not worth anything at
all. The number of eniplovers has been built
uip and uip until the railways are getting
back to the lposition of being overstaffed.
Wheni we consider the qjuanitit 'y of freights
carried, we find there has been, a gradual
increase. In 1933, 7,370 men weire emp11loyed
onl the railways, and last year the number
was 8,526. No utility can he expected to
balance its budget if it is going to be over-
staffed in this way.

The Premiier: They were, lerv muchl tinder-
staffed and( lacking in mllaintenlanlce whenl
you were in office.

Hoin. C. G. LrVTHA3I1: We have heard
that argument over and over again.

The Premier: It is true.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM1: We know that

over a number of years very little has been
done, except in respect to regrading. There
is still at lot of rolling stock out of repair.
I understand that quite a lot of rolling
stock has been sent overseas as scrap iron.

The Premier: No.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I can get thec exact

quanitties. The effect of the transport Jegis-
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lation has been temporarily to cheek the
wheels of progress, -with little or no iinn-
provement ini the financial position of the
department. It is uip to thle departmient to
give the people of the country the service it
was pronmised the railways would give when
Parliament was asked to agree to the Trans-
port Co-ordination Act.

The Premier: You know that railway
freights have been reduced.

Ron. C. 0. LATHAMA: They have not
been reduced a great deal.

The Premier: If you say that, you do tnt
know what tins been happening.

Hon. C. G. LATHTAM: In what way have
r-ailway freights been reduced onl wheant or
onl wool.

Hon. P. Collier: You could not reduce
thle freight onl wheat.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It would be bene-
ficial if the freight on wheat was reduced.
It has been done in thle Eastern States.

The Premier: The freight onl wool has been
reduced.

Hon. C. 0. LATH AM: I wih to back uip
what I hare said about assistanice to indus-
tries, and tile effet such assistance would
hanve upon the welfare of thle State. There
bias been a steady decline in wheat Ilrorhii-
tion since 1930-31. when we lied tie record
yield of 53,000,000 bushels. In that year,
the area tinder crop was :3,900,000 acres. In
19.30, the area under crop was 21/ million
acres for a yield of 23,000,000 bushels. In
1936-37 it was also 2 , million acres for a
yield of 21,000,000 bushels. There has there-
fore been a declinep in the area under crop
of 1,400,000 acres since our peak year, arid
the yield has fallen by 32,000,000 bushels.
If, with prices as they arc to-day, we could
build up the agricutltutral industry, we can
imangine time arnount of new money which
wrould conic into flip country, and lowv easily
time difficulties of the overunment would be
solved. Nom industry employs the large nr-
4er of imici the agricultural industry does.
fin 1935-36 the wool clip was 60,000,000 lbs.,
the smallest since 1928. That is not the fault
of the Goverlnment, but is due -to dr-oughit
conditions. We ought to do as much as we
cain to assist these industries, because of
their importance to the State.

The Mlinister for Mines: Do not you
think w~e did anything last year?

H-on]. C. 0. LATHAM: I know thle Gov-
ernment introduced legislation peninittitwg
the Minister for Lands to suspend or~ write

off ren ts due onl pastoral leases. I am sattis-
fied that if these two industries were re-
established, and the Government were to
build tip an agricultural policy, there would
be little to comlarin abouit onl this side of
the House. But there lies been complete
neglect of these industries. If the Govern-
ment intendl to build up secondary indus-
tries without establishing the primary indus-
tries.. the whole thring will be ]opsidcd, arid
we shall iiot long, conltinuec to live in Afl
;Artificial prosperity' .

Tile Premier: How would you do it?
lion. C. G. LATH1AM: The intuber for

Roebourne (Mr. R1odoreda) said lie did not
k-now how to solve the problem. If we es-
tablishied more sympathetic control by tile
Agricultural Rank, and provided half a ul
lion p)ounds a yeer for advances to those
farmers wvlo could usefully enmploy the
nioiiey, lye would be able to do much with
thle agricultural indus.try. Not only would
the investment return half a million p)oun~ds
annually direct to the Trcasury but, I vca-
titre to say, would lead 1o the return of a
million annually, and would lend to the wip-
ing out of mians' of the debts, incurred
through bud seasons. This is our only source
of prosperity' . A policy has been followed
for a long timep in thifs State of atteni]ting
to build up and encourage priniy indLIS-
ties. A lot of mioney has been spent in
doig that, and a lot of money slas been
wasted also in doing it, but there is no other
road to prosperityv excejit through that
,Channel.

The Minister for Employment: Two inches
of ragin would go at long way in that dire-
tion.

Hon. C. Gr. LATHA-M: Yes, but of what
uic' is it to have irain falling upon aban-
doiwd14 Farm's? What use is ranin uiponl a good
farml if the Thinner has not tile tools with
which to wvork is, farmi mid plough the land
and harvest the crop? The longer the Gov-
erninent are in office, the niore abandoned
farms will there he. The system of placinsr
mn on Government relief work will not
assist us to return to norinaL conditions.

The Minister for Lands: The miners are
nlot talking abiout ablandoning their mnines.
The lhon, memiber is always mtakin- ibels at
us over the farmners.

The Mlinister for 'Mines: Hie should have
shown us what to do when lie was in office.
All that has ever been done has heen done
lxv us.
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'rho Minister for Works: I am beg-inning
to be suspicious of the Ag-ricultural Confer-
ence.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The member for
Roehourrne (Mr. Rodoreda) said lie hoped
the industrial legislation of the Government
Would be better treated by another place
this session than was the case last year. If
it were not better treated, lie suggested that
the Government should have at little more
stiffening, and should take the fight into the
enemy's camp. We are with hini in that. I
intend to be a little more p~lain-spoken than
the hon. nienmber was. 1. suggest that the
moment a Government Bill is rejected by3
another place, they should go to the country
and see whether the country supports them.
That is the thing, to do, and( the proper
way to do it. There is no other way.
Let us take the fighit into their own homes.
Let uts see if the peop)le are prepared to
support the pollityv of the Giovernment.

The Premier: We will take them on.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The first tinie

some industrial measure is rejected by anl-
other place, I hope the Government will
follow this advice. The only way is for them
to tender their resignations and go to the
country, and determine who is to he the
master of this State, the lpcople's Honse or
the landowner's House. As I have pointed
ont before, memhers opposite are not at very
happy family. It is of no uise the Govern-
ncut saying that the prosperity of the State
is out of their hands. They have had addi-
tionl revenue to speiid, and additional loan
funds to spend, and they could at least do
something towards the restoration of our
industries.

The Premier: It is only you who do not
think the Government have done anything.

I-on. C. G. LATHAM: That may he so.
The Premier: It is so.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Nowadays it is

not the Government who determine the
policy; it is Trades Hall. When I take up
the paper I notice that instructions are
issued to the Government. I read that i'n-
structions; were issued for certain industria
legislation to be re-introduced. I read that
there wats to be no agricultural legislation
until this other legislation bad been approved
of. Those were the instructions. I know that
the trolley bus business comes as an instruc-
tion from Trades Hall.

Air. Cross: Don't be silly.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Of course that is
so. I know the Government are composed

of men of common sense who realise that
this is a waste of public money, buat they
are forced onwards by their masters outside
the House to earn' out that policy. This is
something quite new that we call do. The
Trades Hall, of course, dictates the policy
without having any responsibility. Next,
I wish to say a word or two about the Mill-
ister for Lands. The hon. gentleman takes
credit, and rightly too, for the board deoling
wvith rehabilitation of our- agricultuuists.
Undoubtedly the board have done excellent
work. Jnt fact, they have done more towards
adjusting the settlement of rural debts than
has beeni done in any other Australian State.
However, there is one quarter in which
difficulty is encountered, the department of
the Mfinister for Lands hinselt. It seems to
be quite possible to get the Agr~icultural
Banik Commrissioners to agree to writing
down; but where repurehased estates are
eoncernod, with terrific loads of debt, the
Lands Departmrent canmint be induced to
bridge anl inch.

The Premier: Oh!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is true. fin
the northern part of the State there has been
considerable writing down ; but if a line
is drawn east and west at a certain poinat,
there has only been 2s. per acre written off
some of the iland. Before the session closes
we shall Aind out where the wvritin down
has been done. South of a line running east
and west considerably north of the gold-
fields,, nothing has b~een written off repur-
chased estates. Until the Mlinister for
Lands is prep~ared to meet the Agricultural
Bank, arid the Rural Relief Board, there will
be no hope whatever of adjusting the ac-
counts of farmers settled onl repurchased
estates. The land onl those estates is good
land; nearly all of it is good, if not the
whole of it. Yet somec of that land has been
loaded to the extent of £4 per acre by the
Leads Deapartment. Onl top of that load
there is the Agricultural Banik, and onl topl
of that again there is sometimes a second
mortgage, and finially onl top) of all there
may be outside creditors. What hope have
those farmers of adjusting their accounts'?
There can be only one of two results. Either
the Lands Department must take into conl-
sideration the prices with which those farm-
ers have been loaded-

The 'Minister for Lands: Only last session
you denounced the Agricultural Banik.
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lion. C. G. LATHAM: I shall probably Hon. C. 6. LATHAM: This is the fifth
denounce the Agricultural Bank again a
Eittle later.

Mr. Patrick: Many cases are held up by
the Bank.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Of course, and
the Minister for Lands knows it perfectly
well. -Now that the Premier is back, the
i'Minister for Lands is free to pay a little
more attention to his own department.
Admittedly, during the Premier's tempor-
arv absence the Minister for Lands has had
a little extra to do; but we ask him now to
get to work an~d see that those adjustments
are made.

The Minister for Lands: What did you
do to write down repurchased estates? You
did nothing.

lion. C. G. LATHAM: The present Min-
ister for Lands hans been in office four years
since then.

The Minister for Lands: You were in
office for three years.

lHon. C. 0. LATHAM: The 'Minister
knuows that that time was not opportune
for writing down. If wve had written down
then, there would have to be further writ-
ing down now. Prices to-day are at a
point where ends can be made to meet.
We know very well that all the liability
which is justified has now been incurred.
Therefore the present is the proper time
to write off. Why did not the Minister
for Lands do it in his first year of office?
Hie asked nie one question, and I ask him
another. As regards water supplies for
agricultural areas, it has been demnon-
strated during recent years that agricul-
tire cannot be carried on with the meagre
water supplies that are available. True,
the goldfields water scheme has been ex-
tended wherever Possible; but much more
can be done. When one visits the Eas-
tern States, one finds all the Governments
there doing a great deal to furnish water
supplies to agricultural areas. I appeal to
the Government to'see whether it is not
possible to do something in that respect
for the agriculture of Western Australia.

The Premier: You know we are the only
people who ever did it.

lion. C. G. LATHAM: Naturally the
Premier says that. Let us take the last
14 years. During that period this side has
been in office for only three years.

The Minister for Mines: Nine years. You
had six previously.

year since we were in office.
Mr. Marshall: What about previous to

then I
Hon. C. G-. LATHAM: There was hardly

any agriculture before that.
Hon. P. Collier: We provided all the agri-

cultural water supplies.
Hon. C. G-. LATHAM: Lord Forrest

provided the main supply. At the 30th
June, 1936, the capital cost of hydraulic
undertakings other than metropolitan and
goldfields schemes totalled £1,600,000. At
the same date the capital cost of mnetro-
politan water supply, sewerage and drain-
age stood at £6,800,000. Whilst we have
no complaint to make about the metropoli-
tan area getting an adequate -water supply,
we say that the industries of the State
must be kept going. Industries must be
built up so that they can maintain the
cities. If we do not give our industries
the necessary water supplies, we shall not
obtain from them as much support as is
possible. Since June of 1933 the expendi-
ture on agricultural water supplies has
amounted to £579,000, and that on mectro-
politan wvater supply, sewerage and drain-
age to £2,444,000. We ask for a sonewhalit
better distribution of the money. Ther-c are
only one or two other matters to which I
desire to refer. It is hardly necessary for
the Opposition again to draw the Govern-
mient's attention to the polic~y of compulsory
unionism.

Mr. Wilson: Oh, don't do that!
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We have heard

sufficient about their eonpmlsorv unonismD
in connection with part-time employees. Now
the Government have gone a step further;
and if Press reports are to be relied upon,
they stipulate in their contract forms that
tendlerers must be men employing uni on
labour.

Mr. Wilson: Why not?
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Let uis carryv that

policy to its logical conclusion. If there
is a change of Government, are we to sti-
pulate that not only the tenderer bitt also
his employees shall be members of our
political organisationi Any such policy
is quite wrong. The principle is absolutely
wrong. One would have thought that the
Government bad been convinced of that
by the recent elections at East Perth,
where they went to the people and fought
this issue, where they hand two elections and
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sustained a decisive defeat onl both occa-
sions. Nevertheless, they propose to go
further. 'What will be the ultimate result
It must be to limit tenders for supplies
to Government departments. Instead of
having competition, the Government will
have merely one or two tenders, involving
higher prices for the things the Government
have to lpurchase. I repeat, such a policy is
absolutely wrong. Moreover, it is not the
policy of the Government, hut again the
policy of the Trades Hall. The Govern-
ment would be wise to refrain fromn that
kind of action, because if it is persisted in,
then -with changes of Government it must
eventually mean chaos not only in industry
but everywhere else. There tan be no ques-
tion that if the policy is continued, it will
mnean a dinunution of competition. I under-
stand we are likely to have legislation on
two subjects- proposed by lrivate members.
One private member bas given notice of his
intention to introduce a Bill dealing with
starti-price betting. That matter was
ventilated last session, but not sufficient has
been done in this State. It is not a ques-
tion of the people having a right to bet, but
of the Government enforcing the law.
rThere is the question of Sunday trading on
the goldfields. I do not know whether or
not the goldflelds are justified in having
hotels open on Sunday, 'but I do know that
the Government arc entitled to enforce the
Law. If there is to be amendment of the
law, the Government should come here and
ask Parliament to amend it. If it is neces-
sary for the goldfields community to have
longer hours of trading for their hotels-
and we have alreadiy assented to longer
houlrs for them on one occasion-and if it
is necessary for the goldfields community
to hare their hotels open on Sunday, let
those things be done by legislative enact-
mnent. The Premier knows that in the Old
Country hotels aire open on Sunday during
certain hours. Do not let us flout the law
here. Do not let the Government say, "We
will enforce the law in the City of Perth,
but not on the goldfields." There can be
only one ending to that sort of thing, and
that is to hold the Government up to ridi-
cule. I have no great knowledge of the
position on the goldfields in this regard, hut
I. have read the comments which have been
made. My conclusion from those comn-
nients is t hat the proper course is to amend
the law so as to make it possible for the

[3]

gvoldlhelds people to have a drink onl Sunday
if they wrant it. Let the law he amended
instead of being broken not only by the
lpeople but also by the Government.

The Minister for 'Works: That is the one
helpful suggestion you have made.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM:- I should be vtry
glaid to have it adopted by the honourable
gentlemian interjecting, if he were still
Minister for Police. While lie dlid hold
that portfolio I told him definitely in this
House, "You, have the police going to Subi-
aco and permitting open betting at athletic
sports there, slid you also have them going
to York and prosecuting people for betting
at such sports." Under such conditions
there is no fair administration of the law.
It is about tune the Commissioner of Police
was. instructed to carry out the lawr, and if
that law requires amendment, let Parlia-
neant be asked to pas the necessary legisla-
tion.

Mr~. liaphael :Why should not the hook-
uiakers on the racecourse hie prosecuted as
well as those who operate outside? Why
allow one section to operate, and punish the
other?

lion. C. G. LATHAM1: We have not
handled over powrer to Ministers to enforce
the laws, they- are bound by thleir oathis taL
dto that. We pass legislation to amnend laws,
and scud that legislation to another place
for approval. Then the amended laws be-
come effective. It is not the prerogative of
the Government to make or break laws.

'MV, 'Raphael: We amend laws here and
the Counpil throw out the legislation.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMT: It is not pleasaiit-
to have to find fault. but if -we wish demo-
ciacv to stand as it has over a number of
years, the only way by whbich that end can.
lie gained is b-r treating the people fairly.

Ron. P'. Collier: flood old word-demo-
(Lacyv!

Hon. C. G. LATHA2I: It is good, if car-
icd out projperly.

Hon. P. Collier: It covers; a multitude of
sinls!

Hon. C. G. LATIAM: There eau be n@
democracy where people in one part of the
State are dealt with differently from those
in another part. If there is necessity to
amend the law%, let us amend it; if it is
]ieces.sarv to make the punishmnlt under the
law more stringent, let us do so. This
flouting of the law in one part of the State
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zind enforcing it in another cannot coimmenid
itkeif to salle people.

Hion. P. Collier: I (10 not thinik you know
the meaning of the word.

Oni motion by the Premier, debate ad-
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 7.30
pilm. anid read prayers.

QUESTIONS (3)-MINING.

Goldm1Zjjiig Pr-ofits Tar.

lHon. if. SEDDOXN askhed the Chief See-
retarv: W\hat was the atnount received fron
the goldlining profits tax for thle year ended
"00h Jnni . 1037?

The cHIE rF SECRETARY replied:
£89,090. r

Kim' Workers' Relief Fund.
Hon. Hl. SEDIDON asked the Chief Sec-

retary:. What was the amiount of the State
.eonltrihnution to the M1ie Workers' Relief

Funid dring the rear ended 30th June,
1937-0

Tile CH IEF SECR[IETARY N replied:
X16,330.

Miners' JPhth isi8 (Covipense tion.
Hon. ff. SEDDON asked the Chief See-

retary: 1, What Was thle amloulit paid Onl
aceount of miners' phthisis eomipeniwtion fur
tile year ended :30th June, D1,37 ? 2, What
proportion of tis amount wats paid from the
industrial disca-ics Eeetion of the State
Insmrance tlicce

The ('REEF SECR E'lABV replied:
1, tCS2479. 2, 927,342.

QUESTION-FINANCE.

Empergencyi Tax, Re renue, Ex-pendituare.
lion. H. SEIMiON arked thne Chief See-

fromry 1, What was the amount recived
frmthe financial emergency tax for the

mtonthi of June, 19037? 2. What was thle rev-
enue ; and 3~. What was the expenditure for
the mnth of JIune, 1937?

Thle CIEF. SECRETARY replied: Is
£099,903, 2, X1,039,409.3, X1,123,022.

COMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
Onl the motion liv the Chie! Secretary,

Sessional Commlittee-; wvere aip ointed as
follows:

Sta nding 0 rder&4-The President, the
Chip? Seerinrr, Holl. '1. Cornell, 11on. C.
F. Baxter, and lion. .1. Nicholson.

Library.-The President, Honl. C. F-
Baxter, and Hon. G. Frasir.

Print in.Th President, Ho0n. E. II.
Gray, andi ion. W". J. M[alin.

Joint )ioftve-The President, Hon. J.
Cornell, Hon. E. H. Gray, Hon. V,
Hamersloy, aid Hon. G-. W. Miles.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 1) E2,600.00.

First Reading.
Received from the Assembly and r-cad a

first timec.

Standing Orders Suspension.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.

H. Kitsonl-west) : I nore-
That so milch of the Standing Orders be

suspended as is niecessary to cnahie a Supply
Bill to pass tlirough all stages at 0110 sitting.

Question put and passed.


